Contents

Editor’s Introduction ix

Part One: New Shakespearean Vistas

The Rival Poet of Shakespeare’s Sonnets 2
Dating Shakespeare’s Sonnets 78 to 100 12
Every Word Doth Almost Tell My Name 18
The Order of Shakespeare’s Sonnets 24
Hamlet and the Two Witness Rule 33
Opbhelia’s False Steward 44
Hamlet and Surrey’s Psalm 8 46
Hamlet and Piers Plowman: A Matter of Conscience 61
I. Hire and Salary 63
II. Slings and Arrows, Whips and Scorns 66
III. The Soul in Action 76
IV. Reading Hamlet by Langland’s Light 80
V. Conclusion 86
Appendix I 89
Appendix II 90
The Nature of King Lear 97
Edmund 98
Cordelia 104
Lear 107
The Mystery of Things 111
The Promised End 114
Conclusion 116
The Role of Time in Macbeth 128
The Concepts of Time and Eternity 130
Time in Acts I-III of Macbeth 131
Time in Acts IV-V of Macbeth 135
Epicureanism 136
As Fast as Time 141
Lady Macbeth and Eternity 142
Shakespeare’s Iago and Santiago Matamoros 147
A Biblical Echo in Romeo and Juliet 149

Kill, Kill, Kill 152



Vi CONTENTS

Part Two: An Oxfordian Foundation

The Abysm of Time: The Chronology of Shakespeare’s Plays 156
Chambers’ «Given» 158
Chambers’ Errors 159
Did Shakespeare’s Plays Begin in the 1580s? 162
Do Shakespeare’s Plays Continue to 1613? 169
A Statement of the Dating Problem 172
Comedy of Errors: France at War with her Heir 174
Romeo and Juliet: The Earthquake 178
King John: A Question of Priority 179
1 Henry IV: Gabriel Harvey’s Pamphlet 181
Henry V: Essex in Ireland 183
As You Like It: The Death of Marlowe 185
Hamlet: The Question of the Earlier Version 185
Macbeth: Equivocation and Gunpowder 186
Pericles: John Day’s Law Tricks 187
Tempest: Is Bermuda Necessary? 189
Conclusions 193

Ben Jonson’s «On Poet-Ape» 200

A Theory on The Two Noble Kinsmen 203

Shake-hyphen-speare 208

The Demolition of Shakspere’s Signatures 211

Experts Prove Shakespeare Had a University Education 214

Groatsworth and Shake-scene 219

Masked Adonis and Stained Purple Robes 224

Neglected Praise of the 17th Earl of Oxford 231

The Lame Storyteller, Poor and Despised 234
Runaway Wit 234
Lame 236
Poor and Despised 239

Shakespeare’s Astronomy 244

Suffolk’s Head and Royal Behavior 246

The Fable of the World, Twice Told 248

The Earl of Oxford and the Order of the Garter 263

Oxford in Venice: New Light on an Old Question 275

Claremont McKenna College’s Shakespeare Clinic:
Who Really Wrote Shakespeare 282



CONTENTS vii

Demonography 101: A Review of Alan Nelon’s Monstrous Adversary 288
I. A Nelson Sampler 289
II. The Howard-Arundel Affair 294
III. Nelson’s Style 302
IV. Reading Nelson Against the Grain 305
V. Conclusion 308

The Stella Cover-Up 312

Developments in the Case for Oxford as Shakespeare 322
Needed Improvements 323
Essentials 327
Developments
1. Shakespeare had a University Education 334
2. Stratford Theory at Stake in Unnoticed Debate Over King John 336
3. Shakespeare and the Law; the Testimony of Arthur Underhill 338
4. The Demolition of Shakspere’s Signatures 341

Bibliography 344



